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for Odd Treason Trial |
" Charge Against Journalist May Have Been'

- Made to Prove Nasser Independent of US.;
CPYRGHT | BY JOE ALEX MORRIS JR, , |

- Times Statt Writer -~
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King Farouks " - a

. lative of the Central Intel-
:ligence Agency. .

§ the tria' is hehind closed
“doors vefore a military tri-|

BEIRUT -— The Unite
Arab, Republic has had ma
ny show trials since the 1932
~ revolution, but few-of then
as curious as one now goin,
on in the-old palace used f
post-revolutionary. days as

-1y jumla that  overthrew

. On trial for treason is Mus-

"

 his 5%year-old twin brother,
Pjournalism . in the -Arab
. world. He Wwas charged last
. week with: delivering state
secrets to-a forelgn power.

The foreign power was not

mentioned in the indictment,
.but it clearly is the United

“last . July in Alexandria in
‘the company of Bruce:Tay-
Jor Odell, a political officor at
i the American Embassyin
- Cairo, but in fact a vepresen-

Admits Onie Count, .
»Amin pleaded innocent.|
; The charge carries a maxi—;

iadmitted a second charge of|
tillegal currency ‘transfers. .
¢+ The detalls of the case

- headquarters for the militad _

. tapha Amin who with All]

“was the founder of modern{-

(States, Amin was artested|

- mum sentence of ‘death. Hel

' may.-never he known, since’

i bunal, The prosecution hus
[ amassed a pile of supposedly
ineriminatory tapes and oth-
cr. documentary evidence.}
But what has appeared in
the controled Egyptian press
seems far from treason. For)
example, an alle 'e‘d“*sl:ﬁ-é

ment/Ap prigvediharRe
ported " U.8-Egyptian rela-j

: » R s protection against ‘his

il the U.A.R. changed it S g

‘ ;)‘Q]jclyt f;n Yemeg]a;ngd th; many enemies. And much of§=ot11er papers sold their 'US_UE'il
' the enmity directed agalnstiquota that day, Al-Akhbar's
the bulky, bald brothérs wasi’mrculatmn leaped 42,000 co-
< - -~ ipies. _ ,

ecause as professional jours{

Congo.

that

inner Hgyptian

‘Fircles in Cairo.
¢ Can Be Understood
| That. such a channel—out-

ication—was necessary is
vell understood by anyone
vho bas lived with and .dealt
vith the regime of Président
FamaltAbdel Nasser.
When 1.S.- U.AR,

-pst year afiter the burning of
he Kennedy Library in Cals
Jo and. a . flagrantly hostile
Jpeech by Nasser, "official
[.S. . diplomatic  contacts
ith the-regime were re-
fJuced, to, virtually zero, As a
=nior U.8, diplomat in Cairo
fut it, "TheGld.mas for a

Thunicating with the govern-
ent on urgent and impor-

Hnt matiers."

‘I Mustapha Amin was one

those channels. How
uch’ he actually knew of
{pe inner working and dee-
pest thoughts of the Bgyp-
(pn leadership is an open
hestion. 1t is generally be-
lpved in Cairo that Nasser
ifed him to tell the Ameri-
‘qus and perhaps others, too,
hat he wanled them  to

tions would, never improve;

What gives this case its
particularly bizarre flavor is b
Mustapha  Amin  was;
long considered. an. impar-| . P
tant but unofficial channel ofjmade the rest of the state-
Jcommunication between tie controlled

Imay not have heen true, hut;
Jit was an opinion strongly ® . Fo
[reld in the highest diploma-|tion. The Amin bmﬂ}e"s
‘He, journalistic and political(started on a pittance in 1944

_liournal:that -introdyced

‘Fide official lines of commu-/techniques to FEgypt. “They.

rela-lagainst the powerful Wafd!
ions reached their low point

{jme olir guly means of com-|

{became employes of the pa.:

nalists of a high caliber, they

i This was something that
dated back before the révolu-

with a free-swinging weekly:

modern mnewspaper
used eolor, banner headlines;
and  eight - column -layouts
with plenty of pictures.
1 At the star(,-the Amlng!
were pro~-royalist and

party. After the revolution;
they . were often, in: trowble:
and - Mustapha - was” jilled|
several times, The most’ fa.)
mous - occasion * was . when
they . veported - Nasser," snd:
not. figurehead: Gen. . Mo
hatimed Naguib, wag, the,
real power behind the revg.;
tution, -+ w
When the Tigyptian press
was - nationalized * - several
years ago, Mustapha and Ali
Iper they founded, By then, it
was-a masg-circulation daily
that “constantly outsold ity
competitors hecause of sen«

T

iJoan Sutherland, While the

) oppression for years, ‘the
Egyptian “press;Amin brothers finaily began
| , leadership' ook dull grey.. © 7 ito give in when a Markist
jand the West, This may or: ' ,

Jern diplomats in Cairo, but
ithey were sure Mustaphal

sationalism and good editing.! yij) come™o
It often irritated the re.:

briretiomrot-Bimg-Croshy anuu

: Off to Europe |
" After fighting government

was made head. of their pub-
lishing house. Brother Alj
became a_roving correspon-
dent in Kurope for Al-Ah-
ram, the' paper edited by
Nasser's confidante, Mo-
mammed Hassanein Heikal.
Mustapha ‘stayed on. When
arrested, he was still work-
ing for the paper he founded.

The arrest shocked West-

would not be brought to
trial. Curiously, the indict-
ment was published shortly|
after the U.S. announced its}
agreement, in principle to re-
sume gurplus food shipments
to he WAR, - | - ‘
Whether there was a con-
nNection is an open question.|
But ‘many: observers in the!,
Egyptian ¢apital thimk Nas-
ser acted against Mustapha
to Show he was not in the
pocket of the “Americans,]
even 'though dependent on|
them for food to keep his
butgeoning population alive, :
Mustapha's three defense|
lawyers will soon open their|:
case. The burley journalist/:
has exhibited confidence he!|
ut on top again, ;
:as he has so many times in :

gime, On one occasion, whin|

news Nasser was going 1o
Moscow, Al-Akhbar devoted |
an. eight-colymun headline ta

$6,2000/08/26 - CIARPPT8!00001R000

red, but it did not increase [who is to the Arabs a com-|

other papers headlined the?

his turbulent career. i
As he declared in the only )
public, scssion of the tria]:g:

"Because | am innocent, 1i:

ORIE, ourt." Wke- i
&a%w ¥misplaced re- |
mains to be scen. Qo

vt e 1 PO
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